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Wait for News i
Of Missing Son

By Tom Gordon
Missourian Staff Writer

Mr and Mrs G.G W.W Griffin live at the cornercomer of
Singleton and Adams streets in Centralia The house
doesn't seem much differentent from others but it is A
visitor will notice the family sedan has two bumper
stickers pleading the case for American prisoners of war
and those missing in action in Southeast Asia The front
door has a similar sticker and by the driveway is a lighted
flagpole that flies its flag 24 hours a day

The Griffins have been flying the flag since their son
Rodney 24 the middle of three sons entered the service
almost four yearsy ars ago He has been a MIA nearly three
years
I haven't dreamed of Rodney too much Mrs Griffin

said But when I have he was home
Rodney was not on the POW list released Jan 27 by the

North Vietnamese but the Griffins keep hoping I feel
Rodney's still alive and well and that he will be home
Mrs Griffin said I just dontdon't believe heshe's dead

Rodney an ArmyAnny sargeant was declared missing inin-
action

in-
action

in-
actionaction May 2 1970 The Griffins learned about it three
days later when an Army casualty officer visited their
home

Rodney and seven other soldiers were shot down while
aboard a helicopter in the fishhook area of CamCam-Cam-
bodia

Cam-
bodia

Cam-
bodiabodia during the invasion The men escaped the aircraft
after it crashed but they came under heavy fire One
managed to escape and said he saw one man executed and
three others taken prisoner

American troops found no trace of the others The seven
men were declared MIA soon after the incident but I

captured enemy documents later reported four of the menmen-
as

men-
as

men-
asas prisoners of war Rodney wasn't among them Two of
these men appeared on the recent POW list

The Griffins said North Vietnam has not released all the
prisoner names I think they lied Mrs Griffin said
They gave us enough people just to get us out of there

The Griffins said Rodney may be among the 1300 listed
MIAs in Laos and Cambodia They said he may even show
up unexpectedly when the listed prisoners return

There have been months of regret letters from the
Pentagon and frustrated expectations Mrs Griffin had
joined the National League of Families of POW-MIAsPOW soon
after Rodney's disappearance She has attended concon-con-
ventions

con-
ventions

con-
ventions written letters and counseled other wives and
relatives about their plights She spent CChristmasc an-

swering
anan-an-

swering
an-

swering about 30 letters from sympathetic people who
have Rodney's name on a POW bracelet

She also has found more time for God I think prayer
helps you make it through the day she said It sure has
helped me

Before Rodney's disappearance the Griffins would
receive about two letters a week from him In one letter
Rodney rejoiced everover getting his first VC In another he
said he hoped the war would be over so his younger
brother Darrell have to go

The last letter was dated May 1 1970 written during the
Cambodian invasion Rodney said he hoped Nixon knew
what he was doing

The Griffins say Rodney's absence has been a test for
them a test they said they've passed thus far

They say the Lord doesn't put any more on your
shoulders than you can stand and perhaps thistrus proves it
Mrs Griffin added

Before he left Rodney said Dont worry mother IllI'll
be home because IveI've got too much here waiting for me
Mrs Griffin recalled Those words keep ringing in my
ears

In1n Proposed MUM.M U.U Budget

RatchfordLatchford Asks Million Increase
By Kevin Horrigan
Missourian Staff Writer

JEFFERSON CITY University President C.C
BricBrie Ratchford asked the Missouri House
Appropriations Committee Wednesday for an

million increase in general revenue apap-ap-
propriations

ap-
propriations

ap-apap-
propriations over the 1063 millionn suggested by
Gov Christopher Kit Bond in his budget
recommendations The increase covers general
operating costs

With federal and other funds added the total
University budget request is 1702 millionmillion- Bond
had recommended a total of 1583 million some
10 million more than last yearsyear's budget

Ratchford told the committee the increase is
needed to meet mandatory and essential cost
increases to serve the projected enrollment
faced by the University and to improve some
present programs and start needed new ones

If Ratchford's request is honored the total
University budget will be 22 million higher than
last years Ratchford explained the need for the
increases as follows

9e 34 million for fixed costs such as for
opening new buildings and unexpected price
changes in commodities such as fuel oil

oI 19 million for costs from enrollment inin-

creases
inin-in-

creasescreases in both on-campuson and extension
students

I 52 million for merit and market salary
increases which Ratchford said were needed toto-

make
to-

make
to-

makemake the University competitive in the job
marketmar ket

S 18 millionmilbon for 5 per cent inflationary adad-ad-

justments
ad-

justments
ad-

justments in expenses and equipment
e 2 million for supplemental funding for

deficiencies at the St.St Louisouis and Kansas City
campuses

for library improvements
for teaching and research equipequip-equip-

ment
equip-

ment
equip-

mentment
S 58 millionn for new and improvedunproved academic

programs in health sciences academic efef-ef-

fectiveness
ef-

fectiveness
ef-efef-

fectiveness administrative effectiveness urban
programs environment rural programs and
student services

Ratchford said the University had been falling
behind for three years in1 program quality and
improvement was badly needed if we are to
have a quality university

To justify the request for salary and wage
adjustments Ratchford presented a series of
slides showing how the University compared to
private employers and the federal government
in competing for staff personnel Another slide
showed the University's ranking in average
salary levels for professors associate professors
and assistant professors in comparison to other
public universities

According to the slides 68 per cent of public
universities pay full professors an average
higher salary than Missouri's While only
46 per cent pay their associate professors more
than Missouri's average 60 per cent pay
their assistant professors more than Missouri's

We are not competitive for quality faculty
Ratchford said especially for the assistant
professors who are the cutting edge for building

a quality faculty
Committee members had few questions on

specific items in the University request but Rep
Joe HoltHoit FultonD had several questions inin-

volving
in-inin-

volving
in-

volving the University's relations with Local 45
of the Public Service Union

In response to one of HoltsHolt's questions RatRat-Rat-
chford

Rat-
chford

Rat-
chford said We have a good personnel policy
and have established procedures to hear
grievances

When Holt asked Ratchfordord about the
University's hiring of Columbia attorney Larry
Woods to prosecute a suit brought against Local
45 Ratchfordord said it always has been the
University's practice to hire legal assistance in
litigations

Only 13 of the member34 appropriations
committee heard presentation
because of a heavy schedule of hearings
elsewhere in the Capitol But Ratchford will
testify again before the committee Monday night
when he speaks on capital improvement
requests for the four campuses
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Activity slowed Wednesday at the
Homecoming Command Post project
at the Pentagon as officials wait for
word from Hanoi on when the first

I
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i NoINo POWFUG Interviews
CLARK AIR BASE PhilippinesPh UPI AnAn-

Air
An-

Air
An-

AirAir Force spokesman said Wednesday
newsmen will be barred from interviewing
returning prisoners of war because hostile orcc
bitter statements by the freed Americans
could endanger POWs left behind in North
Vietnam

Although the POW evacuation task force
gathered here was on full alert Wednesday
ready to leave on an hourshour's notice there still
was no indication when the first prisoners
would be released

American POWPW will be set free NoNo-

one
No-

one
No-

oneone knew when freedom might
come except that it was supposed toto-

be
to-

be
to-

bebe before Feb 11 UPI Telephoto

Were thinking of a basic pointpointnotnot
jeopardizing the position of returnees who
have not come back with the first group the
spokesman said explaining why the corps of

newsmen and cameramen gathered here
would be prohibited from talking to POWs

Obviously you can understand that any offoff-off-

hand
off-

hand
off-

handhand remark someone might make that
subsequently appeared publicly could
jeopardize the others still in North Vietnam It
would be very tragic

i Samuels Still Considered
CInvestigationlion

By Tim ONeilO'Neil and Rick Wilson
Missourian Staff Writers

Dr ILarryLaITYarry Samuels is still
as a candidate for director of the nuclear
medicine division of the department of radiology
at the University Medical Center Medical
Center officials said Wednesday

Officials made the statement after Dr
Samuels Route 1 admitted Tuesday that
radioactive material found on a farm in Ohio
where he had previously lived had been placed
there by him

Civil Defense officials from Columbus Ohio
discovered canisters of isotopes on the farmfart
last week Dr Samuels admitted he had burned
buried and stored the canisters there from 1965
until 1970 Dr Samuels said one of his assignassign-assign-

ments
assign-

ments
assign-

mentsments was radiation disposal officer for the
ChildrensChildren's Hospital in Columbus

Dr Samuels said he did not know his disposal
procedure was against the hospitalshospital's rules

Medical Center officials said Wednesday Dr
Samuels'Samuels candidacy had been discussed overov r the
past two days but nothing has been decided
They said Dr Samuels has no official status with
the Medical Center but that his name had not
been dropped from the list of candidates

Dr Samuels however said Wednesday he
thought the incident would hurt his chances forfor-

getting
for-

gettinggettinggettin the position

DrUr Gwilym IxLodwickick chairman of the
department of radiology said Dr Samuels sent aa-

letter
a-

letter
a-

letterletter of application last summer to the departdepart-depart-
ment

depart-
ment

depart-
mentment when he learned the position was vacant
lIeHe said Dr Samuels was interviewed forfor-

the
for-

the
for-

thethe position but the department is continuing to
screen additional applicants

The Atomic Energy Commission will begin anall

investigation next week of ChildrensChildren's HospitalsHospital's
methods for disposing radioactive materials to
determinemme if the hospital has broken anyam AE
regulationsre o.

Gary Pitchfordord a Chicago official said
the hospital will be investigated because ittt holds
the license to handle radioactive materials

was authorized by the hospital to use
them in his work

Pitchford said procedures for disposing
radioactive materials vary Some isotopes he
said can be poured into the sewer system when
their radioactivity has dropped to a specified
level Others are buried at sites approved by the

Dr Samuels did not have approval for
placing the isotopes on his farmfann Pitchford said
Dr Samuels however said he made no effort to
hide his disposal procedure of the canisters
which are about one inch in diameter and one to
three inches high

Race for Mayor
Gathers Steam

Two more persons picked up petitions for mayor
Tuesday and Wednesday atatthethe city clerksclerk's office bringing
the total to three possible contenders in that race

Ron E.E Walnut St.St picked up a petition for
someone else whom he declined to identify said it
would be at least a week to 10 days before any adad-ad-

ditional
ad-

ditional
ad-

ditional information would be available
AlAI 1209 E.E Ash StSt. said he was entering the race

because he feared the real issues of the April 3 city
election would not be presented

The yearold Columbian said important issues range
from the specific such as housing consumer protection
and alternative forms of transportation to questions of
citizen participation the quality of life and the future
direction of Columbia

is director of Everyday People which he
described as a community crisis information referal
counseling center

Tomii 2250 Concordia Drive is currently
the oronoil candidate to have filed his petition

Truce Violations
Occur Along

SAIGON AP Powerful North VietViet-Viet-
namese

Viet-
namese

Viet-
namesenamese forces launched new attacks along the
demilitarized zone Wednesday in a violation of
the unsupervisedstill-unsupervised firecease-fire field reports
said

The fresh fighting came as the peace agreeagree-agree-
ment

agree-
ment

agree-
mentment passed its fourth day of continuing but
declining violations and officials disclosed
plans for more USU.S. meetings with both Viet-VietViet-
nams

Viet-
nams

Viet-
nams to prepare for postwar relations

President Nixon said he will hold a summit
meeting with President Nguyen Van Thieu and
also announced he is dispatching Henry A.AA
Kissinger to Hanoi to open postwar comcom-com-
munications

com-
munications with the North Vietnamese and
discuss reconstruction

Vice President Spiro T.T Agnew wound up two
days of conferences in Saigon with Thieu and
other top South Vietnamese officials on
postwar technical and financial aid to South
Vietnam He is leaving today for CamCam-Cam-
bodia

Cam-
bodiabodia hisills second stop on a seven-nationseven Asian
tour that also will take him to Thailand Laos
Singapore Indonesia and MalaysiaMalasia

Battlefield reports reaching Saigon said
North Vietnamese troops overran South VietViet-Viet-
namese

Viet-
namese

Viet-
namesenamese marine positionsns establishedre-established just
before the firecease-fire as a new eastern anchor
on the northern defense line at the mouth of
the Cua Viet estuary four miles below the
demilitarized zone About 90 marines were
reported killed wounded or missing

North VietnamsVietnam's Foreign Ministry repeated
its claim that the Vietnamese Communists

of thehave completely honored all terms
Vietnam peace agreement and again accused
the South Vietnamese of breaking the ceasecease-
fire

The new secretary of Defense Elliot L.L
Richardson said in Washington the fighting is

subsiding day by day and within a week or 10
days he expects a pretty stable situation He
attributed the continued fighting to a
counteraction of surges by both sides as they
moved for position just before the firecease-fire
took hold

Nixon told a news conference in WashingtonWasl
he will meet Thieu sometime thistrus spring at his
home in San Clemente Calif He said KissKiss-Kiss-
inger

Kiss-
inger

Kiss-
ingeringer will visit Hanoi Feb 101013 South VietViet-Viet-
namese

Viet-
namese

Viet-
namesenamese officials in Saigon said Thieu would
meet Nixon sometime in March but they gave
no specificspec ic date

Challenges Fund Impounding

Nixon Rejects
Amnesty PriceP rice
Mustnsf Bea Paid

WASHINGTON UPIUP President Nixon
Wednesday rejected amnesty for draft dodgers
and ArmyAnny deserters asserting they must pay
criminal penalties for violating federal laws if
they want to return to this country

Nixon also heatedly told a news conference
he doubted that Vietnam War critics were inin-

terested
in-inin-

terested
in-

terested in healing the wounds and divisions inin-

this
in-

this
in-

thisthis country over the lonek l bitter conflictf

But he declared amnesty means
forgiveness and he added We cannot propro-pro-

vide
pro-

vide
pro-

videvide forgiveness for them Those who served
paid their price Those who deserted must pay
their price and the price is not a junket in the
Peace Corps or something like that as some
have suggested

Stennis Critical
After 7 Hours of Surgery

WASHINGTON UPI Sen John C.C Sten-StenSten-
nisnis D shot twice during a holdup in
front of his homeheme rested in critical condition
Wednesday at Walter Reed ArmyAnny Medical
Center after nearly seven hours of surgery
that disclosed no apparent permanent damage

The senator is doing excellently in view of
his extensive wounds a hospital spokesman
told reporters atIt a late afternoon medical
briefing As to prognosis it is guarded Vital
signs are good

The spokesman ArtyArmy Maj Frank Garland
said Stennis had been given multiple
transfusions and remained in the intensive
care section but that he no longer was receiv-
ing

rereceiv-
ing iing blood and appeared responsivec Garland
indicated that doctors now were concernedd
about what he described as a possibility that
serious infection could result from the

wounds
Police meanwhile continued their search

for the two youths believed to haveha shot StenSten-Sten-
nis

Sten-

nis
Sten-

nisnis with what was thought to be a 2271 caliber
weapon Officials reported no immediate propro-
gress

President Nixon deploring the senseless
assault on Stennis and praising the year71 oldld
Mississippian as his most indispensable supsup-sup-

porter
sup-

porter
sup-

porterporter on Vietnam in the Senate ordered AttAt-

torney
At-

torneytorneytome General Richard G.G Kleindienst to
prepareprep re strong new proposals for gun control
legislation

But the senatorssenator's son Mississippi StateSlate Rep
John Hampton StennisSteams told reporters at the
hospital he doubted the shooting would change
his fathersfather's opposition to gun control laws II-
do

I-
do

I-
dodo not think he is the type off man to take aa-

new
a-

new
a-

newnew position on a matter of personal policy
that would be influencedd by a personal matmat-mat-
ter

mat-
terter Stennis said

The son said Stennis who regained concon-con-

sciousness
con-

sciousness 10 minutes afterter surgery was comcom-com-
pleted

com-
pleted was in good spirits and determined toto-

be
to-

be
to-

bebe back on thet job as soon as he can
Cries of outrage and calls for strict new

legal deterrents to street crime swept
Congress the morning after Stennis 71ilchairman of the Senate Armed ServicesSe ices ComCom-Com-
mittee

Com-
mittee

Com-
mittee and one of the most respected and inin-in-

fluential
in-

fluential members of the Senate was robbed
and then shot Tuesday night byb assailants
described by policep lice as two black youths who
immediately fled the scene

By Our Wire Services
WASHINGTON 1 UPI Sen EdEd-Ed-

mund
Ed-

mund
Ed-

mundmund S.S MaineD proposed
Wednesday that Congress be ready to
provoke a onhead constitutional colcol-co-

llision
co-

llision
col-colco-

llision with President Nixon overoNixonsNixon's refusal to spend appropriated
funds

Nixonr at the same time at aWhitehiteWhite-
House

White-
HouseHouse news conference defended his
impoundment of funds and vowedowed to
continue the practice

Sentiment throughout the country is
dont break the family budget by
raising taxes or raising prices the
President said

The rhetoric appeared to be drawdraw-draw-
ing

draw-
ing

draw-
inging Congress and the White HouseHoue
closerdoser to a confrontation which
ultimately may have to be settled bbyby-

the
by-

thethe Supreme Court At issue is theUW

loss of congressional powerp to the exex-ex-

ecutive libranchblanch

Claiming that Congress represents
special interests Nixon said he will
represent the general interest of the
nation
I will notrot spend money if the ConCon-Con-

gress
Con-

gressgress overspends and I will not be for
programs that will raise the taxes and
put a bigger burden on the already
overburdened American taxpayer1 testifying at Senate hearIwar-hear-
ings

hear-
ingsings into whether the President is
violating the Constitution by refusing
to spend appropriated funds proposed
a showdown

If necessary we should be readyi

to writewritt intounto ouroW-oW authorization and apap-ap-

propriation
ap-apap-

propriation measures such clear
directives for their executionnn that
administration officials cyancan onlyonh
disobey at the risk of ai headoni cononcon-

stitutional collisionoil Istonlon Il saidsud
NixonsNixon's impoundment otpf about 1lbillionbill non appropriated lastla t yearear amiand hisIlls

announced intention to kill other
social spending programs thistills year
have aroused strong feelings in
Congress

Sen Sam J.JJ Ervin DDCD-DN.D-N.C backed
bby 50 other senators has introduced aa-

bill
a-

billbill to require the President to spend
funds if both houses of CongressCongre
refuse to assentas within 60 daysday's to an
impoundment

Senn William E.E Brock II11 TR-TRnn
said he opposed impoundments but
Congresson n s has no right to challenge
the President until it curbs its own
tendency to overspendoOn other legislative matters at hisIus
newsl'nt S conference

Nixon who did not consult
Congressnsn's on mostmust of Inshis major warflan
decisions saidsail Congressos willsillIII have11 to
support aiuany effort for peacetimeIWIctreconstruction into IndochinaIn asis an interin-

vestmentvestmentt inIII

OnOn executive privilege the propro-pro-
tection

pro-

tection
pro-

tection of administration officials
from disclosingng presidential1 concon-con-
fidences

con-
fidences into testifying before CongressCong
Nixonixon saidsand he did not want to abuse
the privilegepr and that his general atat-at-

titude
at-

titude
at-

titude isis to be as liberal as possible
into making his people available as
congressional witnesses

OnOn gun controls NixonIxon said he
hopes that the wounding of Sen John
Stennis bby holdup men in Washington
would help to the necessaryU coneoncon-

gressionalgressionalo support foror passage of
legislation to deal11k it withith thetl Saturday
NightIght specials small handgunshandgun that
are easilyas obtainableII Nixon sandsaid aa-

IlformulaIl haslias to lx found winchwhich keeps
millsguns out of the hands of criminals
hiltbutGilt nutnot on tiltthe rightsrights' of thosese
whooho wantInt guns forfill hunting or other
legitimatelthI s

Birthdays
Mrs Fred Cottle Joan Davidson Judy

DavidsonUa Ann K Gardner Charlesburies Gilpin Dale
Gilpin RayRaymondmond Gilpin Karla K Goebel Mirthfirth
Madden Mrs ElmerEhner A.A CC.
Sidney D.D Palmer Mrs GeorgeGlOrge R.R Parks Craig
Pedersenn Mrs E.E B.B SwiftS Neil Tise Mrs
Harry C.Cl'l Winfrey


